
Truth is God. M.K.Gandhi

This year marks the 50th anniversary of Dharampalji's Civil 
Disobedience and Indian Tradition. The talk will reflect on the 
important idea of the social contract between the ruler and the 
ruled, highlighted in the book, and explore the options it 
presents for civil society and public discourse today. It will 
discuss both the commonality and the different traditions of 
civi l  d isobedience in  India  and the west  and look at 
opportunities for a creative interpretation, following Gandhi, of 
these in contemporary India. The presentation will advocate a 
more pro-active interpretation of  social  histor y and 
historiography by scholars today, following the useful leads that 
Dharampalji's work provides.
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