TRIVENI Knowledge Capsules & Infographic Drafts: DHARAMPAL

Capsule | — The Gandhian Intellectual Lineage & Purpose of Dharampal’s
Work

Knowledge Capsule

Dharampal’s research draws inspiration from Gandhi’s Hind Swaraj: the insistence that real
swaraj requires inner regeneration, indigenous institutions, and a civilisational self-
understanding. He saw modern India as trapped in a “colonial master narrative” that portrayed
India’s pre-colonial society as degraded—a narrative he sought to dismantle through
painstaking archival discovery. His historical work aimed at an “intellectual-psychological
unburdening” essential for India to “come into its own”.

Infographic Outline (Tile 1)
Title: In the Footsteps of Hind Swaraj

o Problem: Colonial narrative = India as backward, inert

e Dharampal’s Intervention: Archival evidence — vitality of Indian institutions
o Goal: Recover confidence, regenerate society from within

o Key Quote: “India could come into its own”

Capsule 11 — Dharampal’s Life Trajectory: From Satyagrahi to Archival
Historian

Knowledge Capsule

Born in Kandhala (western U.P.) and educated in Lahore, Dharampal joined Gandhi’s
Satyagraha in 1940, and the Quit India movement (1942), worked with Mirabehn on rural
reconstruction, and later served refugees during Partition. His early social engagement—
AVARD, Panchayat Raj debates, critique of Nehru—reveals a Gandhian activist deeply
engaged with India’s grassroots realities. This field experience later shaped the questions he
pursued in archives: how Indian society actually functioned before colonisation.

Infographic Outline (Tile 2)
Title: A Life of Action — A Life of Inquiry

e 1922-40: Lahore — Gandhian inspiration

e 1940s: Satyagraha, Quit India, work with Mirabehn

e 1950s-60s: Rural development, Panchayat Raj debates

e 1966 > Transition: “Layman-like archival research” begins

e Motivation: Patriotic spirit/belief in Indian people’s talent # colonial narrative

Capsule 111 — Objective and Rationale of His Historical Research

Knowledge Capsule

Disturbed by the post-Independence assumption of the Indian population as a “blank slate,”
Dharampal insisted on re/discovering the actual functioning of Indian society before British
rule. Early encounters with archival records in the Tamil Nadu State Archives convinced him
that India maintained robust social, economic, and political mechanisms—contradicting
colonial depictions of decay. A “more exact knowledge of the past”, he argued, is
foundational for genuine development.



Infographic Outline (Tile 3)
Title: Why Reread India’s Past?

Colonial story: India = degraded, superstitious

Archival reality: Functional institutions, equitable systems

Policy distortion: Modern planning built on false premises

Dharampal’s Principle: “A more exact knowledge of the past is necessary for future
development”.

Capsule IV — Main Research, Methods & Landmark Publications

Knowledge Capsule
Over 25 years, Dharampal assembled an archival collection of ~40,000 documents from

British repositories. His work mapped India’s sciences, technologies, education systems,
village polity, and the modalities of British conquest. Three early classics reshaped Indian
historiography:

1. Indian Science and Technology (1971) — Evidence of advanced mathematical,
metallurgical, agricultural, medical and technical knowledge; challenges the myth of
Western scientific superiority.

2. Civil Disobedience in Indian Tradition (1971) — Shows Indian precedents of
disciplined, non-violent collective action.

3. The Beautiful Tree (1983) — Demonstrates widespread indigenous education with
inclusive caste participation and sophisticated curricula.

His work also traced how Indian knowledge fed into European institutions, and how colonial
rule dismantled indigenous systems.

Infographic Outline (Tile 4)
Title: Rewriting Indian History through Archives

Archive Base: 40,000+ pages (BL, IOLR, Bodleian, Scottish archives)
o Key Works:
o Science & Technology — Indian lead in early modern science & technology
o Civil Disobedience — Roots of non-violent political culture
o Beautiful Tree — India’s deep educational foundations
Research Method: Survey records, Board of Control papers, village statistics
Impact: Evidence-based overturning of colonial paradigms

Capsule V — Impact and Significance: Remapping India & Society
Knowledge Capsule

Dharampal’s findings refuted the belief that colonial rule brought order and modernity. He
exposed how British revenue extraction, bureaucratic overreach, forced labour, and disruptive
social engineering damaged India’s institutional fabric. He highlighted persistent Indian
resistance, documented the logic of colonial operations, and located India within global
patterns of imperial domination. His research provided a blueprint for revitalising Indian
polity through Panchayat-based structures and community autonomy.

Infographic Outline (Tile 5)
Title: Why Dharampal Matters Today



e Shows: India had functional, decentralised systems

o Exposes: How colonial state destroyed indigenous institutions

e Reveals: Education decline resulted from British interventions

e Provides: Historical grounding for community-centred governance
o Legacy: Intellectual decolonisation & renewal of self-confidence

Capsule VI — Bharatiya Chitta, Manas and Kala (BCMK) & the Indian
Worldview

Knowledge Capsule

In Bharatiya Chitta, Manas and Kala, Dharampal distils the philosophical foundations of
Indian civilisation: fluid concepts of time, the insignificance of the individual ego, and a
holistic cosmology. The purpose was not retreat from modernity, but the recovery of self-
assurance and civilisational poise. Indians, he argued, must recognise that their worldview has
value and may contribute meaningfully to the world—especially as modernity itself evolves
and falters.

Infographic Outline (Tile 6)
Title: The Indian Chitta-Manas-Kala

Core ldeas:

o Non-linear time

o Cosmic humility

o Craft/knowledge embedded in dharmic ecology
Outcome: Civilisational resilience
Purpose: Restore confidence, not escape modernity
Relevance: Alternative paradigms for a crisis-ridden world

Capsule VII — India, Gandhi, and the Indian Ocean—Asia Context

Knowledge Capsule

Dharampal widened the frame beyond India by situating colonialism within global patterns—
from medieval Britain to North America—and by reconnecting India to the wider Asian and
Indian Ocean worlds. His Gandhian perspective viewed Indian civilisation not in isolation but
as part of a long history of mutual cultural exchange. His work suggests that India’s future
requires re-grounding itself in its own civilisational strengths while remaining open to global
interconnections—as Gandhi envisioned.

Infographic Outline (Tile 7)
Title: India in the Maritime & Asian World

e Pre-colonial: Active exchange across Indian Ocean

e Colonial rupture: Disruption of organic Asian networks

o Comparative lens with regard to Conquest: Parallels with British Isles & Americas
« Vision: India re-engaging Asia through civilisational confidence

e Link to Gandhi: Swaraj as global ethical presence

(drafted by Gita Dharampal, on behalf of TRIVENI



