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The Mirage of Modernity as a Civilisational Misreading (inspired by 

Gandhi’s critique of modern civilisation) 

Key idea: Modernity promises progress through industrial power, centralised institutions, and 

endless desire—but this is a mirage, obscuring human dignity, self-rule (swaraj), and ethical 

restraint. 

Connection to TRIVENI: 

 Gandhi exposed ‘modern civilisation’ as a system that feeds wants rather than needs, 

weakening self-mastery, locality, and service. 

 Dharampal empirically showed that India had thriving, decentralised, humane 

institutions before modernity’s arrival—evidence that modernity’s claim of ‘saving’ 

India was an illusion. 

 IKS demonstrates that sustainable social orders emerge from local knowledge, 

community autonomy, and ethical traditions—alternative civilisational pathways 

hidden beneath the modernist glare. 

Capsule message: The ‘mirage’ is the belief that modernity is the only route to progress. 

Gandhi’s diagnosis, Dharampal’s data, and IKS together reveal older, deeper foundations of 

human flourishing. 

2. The Mirage as ‘Loss of Sight’ (Dharampal: recovering suppressed 

knowledge) 

Key idea: Modernity blinds societies to the knowledge that already exists within them. The 

‘mirage’ distracts; meanwhile, the real oasis—India’s social and intellectual traditions—is 

forgotten. 

Connection to TRIVENI: 

 Gandhi insisted that modernity breeds forgetfulness of the ‘inner compass’—ethical, 

spiritual, and communal. 

 Dharampal showed how British modernity created a distorted image of India as 

backward, making Indians lose sight of their own capacities. 

 IKS consists precisely of those capacities—scientific, agricultural, pedagogical, 

ecological—that modernity rendered invisible. 

Capsule message: The modern gaze produces amnesia. TRIVENI reconnects to what was 

eclipsed: Indian systems of learning, production, and self-governance that remain viable for 

today. 

3. The Mirage as ‘Displaced Reality’ (IKS: rooted alternatives to modern 

crises) 

Key idea: Modernity presents itself as reality—singular, inevitable, universal. But this self-

image is an illusion. Other civilisational possibilities exist and have worked. 
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Connection to TRIVENI: 

 Gandhi showed that a civilisation can be judged by its capacity for nonviolence, not 

its machines. 

 Dharampal revealed that India had working models of education, technology, civic 

order, and ecological stewardship—displaced by modern colonial frameworks. 

 IKS offers the living knowledge to rebuild—from water systems to food cultures to 

community governance—thus puncturing modernity’s illusion of inevitability. 

Capsule message: Modernity displaced alternative realities. Gandhi, Dharampal, and IKS 

together reclaim those realities as viable futures, not relics. 

 ‘Modernity dazzles, but distorts. Gandhi unmasks its moral emptiness; Dharampal 

uncovers India’s forgotten strengths; and IKS offers the living practices that turn 

illusion into grounded possibility.’ 

1. One-Paragraph Capsule 

Modernity promises liberation through speed, scale, and control — yet it often leaves 

societies more fragmented, dependent, and unsure of their own centre. Gandhi exposed this 

illusion as a ‘satanic inversion’, where material abundance masked moral and social 

impoverishment. Dharampal showed that India once possessed vibrant, self-governing 

systems grounded in trust, locality, and human-scale technology, which colonial modernity 

obscured but never fully destroyed. Indian Knowledge Systems remind us that civilisation is 

sustained not by accumulation but by right measure — a harmony between knowledge, work, 

nature, and community. The ‘mirage of modernity’, then, is the belief that external progress 

can substitute for inner and collective regeneration. 

2. Capsule + Infographic Concept 

Capsule Text 
Modern civilisation dazzles with its machinery and metrics but weakens the very relationships 

that make life meaningful. Gandhi warned that modernity creates ‘artificial wants’, trapping 

societies in endless pursuit; Dharampal demonstrated that pre-colonial India’s decentralised 

institutions offered a more humane and ecologically attuned model; IKS invites us to 

rediscover this civilisational intelligence rooted in balance, reciprocity, and self-restraint. 

Together, they reveal modernity’s promise as a mirage: compelling from afar, hollow upon 

touch. 

Infographic Concept (Visual Layout) 

 Title: The Mirage of Modernity: Dazzle vs. Depth 

 Left Column (The Mirage) — icons: fast train, skyscraper, factory, data graph 

o Keywords: Speed, Scale, Consumption, Dependence 

o Tagline: ‘Shiny surfaces, shrinking selves’. 

 Centre Panel (The Cracks) — icons: broken chain, smog cloud, stressed crowd 

o Themes: Ecological stress, Social fragmentation, Loss of autonomy 

 Right Column (The Alternative) — icons: charka, panchayat circle, tree, lamp 

o Gandhi: Ethical restraint, harmony with need 

o Dharampal: Local institutions, community competence 
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o IKS: Knowledge rooted in rhythm, balance, and relationship 

 Footer: ‘Real progress regenerates — it does not consume’. 

3. Trio of Quotes (Gandhi – Dharampal – IKS) 

Gandhi 
“Modern civilisation is like a magnificent edifice built upon sand. It dazzles, but it cannot 

sustain life.” 

Dharampal 
“Our society had within it an order and vitality which modernity has obscured, not because it 

was backward, but because it was inconvenient to the conqueror’s narrative.” 

IKS (Civilisational Voice) 
“Knowledge is not for domination but for alignment — with nature, with duty, and with the 

measure of life.” 

         (drafted by Gita Dharampal on behalf of TRIVENI) 
 


